
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting  
  

Date of meeting:  7 March 2018 

 

Present:  

 

Rachael Grantham (RG) 

Louise Booth (LB) 

Kristina Hulme (KH) 

Tony Hulme (TH) 

Myles Garbett (MG) 

Sarah Grantham (SG) 

Julie Allison (JA) 

Mark Allison (MSA) 

 

Apologies: Jan Hennessey (JH), Geoff Hall (GH), Craig Browne(CB), Caroline Downs(CD) 

 

 

1.0 Reports from Working Groups: 

 

1.1 Housing & Development - Leader: Mark Allison (MSA) 

  

The Housing Group has held a meeting with Roger Bagguley of Wilmslow NP Group on 28th  

February 2018 which gave a good insight into the experience of our neighbours who have 

got their plan to a stage of writing the final draft for submission to consultants for final 

version writing up.  

 

A few key points: 

Wilmslow started June 16, now draft final version, so best part of two years 

Ensure we keep an eye on the public opinions expressed and re consult after first draft 

Wilmslow have met with Peaks and Plains which we are doing on 13/3/18. 

‘Brownfield first’ is a principle that has been put to the public at the second stage 

Urban Imprint used as consultants, also recommended by Tom Evans at CEC 

Urban Imprint also produced Uttoxeter NP – worth looking at 

Keep records of all meetings as evidence – note: we are using American date system at the 

beginning of files names so they file into date order. 

Concern that different sub groups liaise – Wilmslow had certain conflicts to resolve 

Consult with local organisations, keep records as evidence. 

 

There is so far no evidence on the Dropbox of any work or minutes from other groups – this 

has been noted by the members of the Housing Group. 

Myles explained his group had been using a different file sharing software but will upload 

work to date to Dropbox. 

Ultimate ownership of the NP will rest with the Parish Council. 

 

  The Housing Affordability sub group has met: 

They reviewed local plan policy SC5 and the apparent developer ‘get out’ clauses (clauses 7 

8), will be meeting with Peaks and Plains on 13/3/18 to try to get a better understanding of 

social housing issues. 



School and medical facility provision a concern if 100 new houses added – school already 

overloaded with 0.4 mile radius catchment. Do we need to consult with schools – maybe 

needs consultant advice first? 

Developer viability assessment and allowed profit percentage affects provision– currently 

under review by government. 

 

Having gathered more info will need consultant input on policy wording. Local Plan Part 1 

was heavily consulted and any wording in our policies will need to be carefully considered, 

needing consultant advice. 

 

Environment and Sustainability subgroup have also held meetings: 

Converting ideas into policy proving difficult without consultant input. 

Self build register provides some evidence of justification for self build. 

Our Design Guide for former Green Belt areas can be quite different from say town centre 

site, e.g. flat roofs could be ‘green’ in GB areas. 

Ideas discussed about Community Land Trust to try to capture some of the increase in land 

value created by GB release.  

 

Technical subgroup have also held meetings: 

Meeting held at Gill Robinson’s house 22 Feb 

Picked out some of the uniqueness and character, Green Belt, ‘Brownfield First’ priority. 

Limit scale of developments to small scale maybe 10 or so units, generate less intense traffic, 

don’t want to increase through traffic – link to Infrastructure Group? 

More bungalows, mix of housing important, strong feeling against more flats. 

Layouts, front and rear space, car parking – consider 1 per bedroom, landscaping around.  

Wilmslow Three Parks guidelines interesting and possibly useful. 

See Ilford site Mobberley, communal green space. 

The group had a walkabout on Saturday 24th February, reviewing some new developments in 

AE, what was liked and not liked, will summarise, looked at some of the possible Green Belt 

sites. Fencing an issue! 

Design Guide will require Heritage Character Assessment 

Consultant input into character appraisal and site identification required to progress with 

work of the group. 

 

In the Housing Group Meeting held on 6-3-18: 

Various discussions held and views expressed by members: it seems like we should aim for 

fourth quarter 2018 for final draft version of NP, but this will need re-consultation etc, so in 

reality we would need to have draft text early summer! 

 

General feeling from group that they need a steer from above to ensure we are all working 

together to the same end. What is our goal? Does the Steering Group need more steering? Is 

there leadership? 

 

Other groups need to interact. 

Members have looked for the work of other sub groups and there is nothing to view on the 

Dropbox. We are keeping records that all other groups can view, we need to know what else 

is going on. 

Housing Group will meet again on 25th April – it is requested that consultants should be 

appointed by Steering Group by then 

 

 



1.2.  Transport & Infrastructure - Leader: Myles Garbett (MG) 

  

Group work is progressing and they are forming policy ideas. 

Traffic patterns and dynamics are being investigated, particularly with respect to through 

traffic, both on London Road and on the bypass. 

There are thoughts that a similar traffic environment to Poynton could help with slowing 

and restricting through flows and encourage bypass usage.  

The group are looking at traffic from both a macro and micro level. 

Input from a traffic consultant will be needed at some point. 

 

Myles said that his group now need consultant advice to be able to move forward with 

policies. 

 

1.3.  Local Economy - Leader: Kristina Hulme(KH) 

 

Kristina stated that she cannot lead the group and that she would like Penny Bell to take 

over. She asked Rachael (RG) to contact Penny to formally invite her to do so. 

Various trader meetings under the ‘Love Alderley’ banner have taken place but these are not 

part of the NP work. 

It was suggested that the vicar’s wife might be a useful contact as she is involved in the 

Northern Powerhouse project. Kristina to pass details to Penny. 

 

 

1.4.  Community - Leader: Caroline Downs (CD) 

 

Group has not yet met as arranged meeting had to be cancelled at short notice.  

 

 

1.5  Heritage & Character -  Leader: Alan R Davies (ARD) 

 

Group has not yet met but ARD has advised that material will be uploaded to the Dropbox 

folder soon. Alan requires a Heritage & Character assessment which the Housing technical 

subgroup will also find useful. 

 

Mark (MSA) to contact Alan(ARD) and arrange to liaise regarding the assessment. 

 

Tony(TH) mentioned John Wallace he has a lot of knowledge of the village and has 

expressed a wish to be involved – Julie (JA) checked her lists John’s details were emailed to 

Alan (ARD) on 8 December. 

 

 

2. 0 Steering Committee  

 

2.1 We still need to find a Chair. GH has indicated that he will not be able to continue in this 

role. At present the group comprises: 

 

• Chair: TBA 

• Communications: Sarah Greenwood 

• Support: Louise Booth 

• Administration: Julie Allison 

• Team Leaders from the Working Groups 



 

Louise (LB) suggested that perhaps we need a Project Manager to run the group – Myles 

(MB) suggested that Mark Hillyard a member of his Transport group would be a good person 

for this role he has PM experience. Myles (MB) will speak to Mark Hillyard regarding this 

role. 

 

If this fails Julie (JA) suggested placing an advert perhaps on alderleyedge.com for a Project 

Manager to help coordinate the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

3.0 Communications 

 

3.1 Sarah (SG) asked for confirmation on website address it was agreed to use 

www.alderleyNP.org 

 

Sarah (SG) would like the working groups to provide information for the website – just a 

brief paragraph regarding what they are working on. 

 

 

4.0 Alderley Edge Vision 

 

It was agreed that the shorter version presented at the last meeting by Housing had the 

right feel but needed to add in a reference to employees and employers of the village. 

 

Mark(MSA) to ask Stewart Dyer from the Housing Group to adjust the wording. 

 

 Current wording: 

 

To promote the evolution and growth of Alderley Edge, whilst preserving our unique village 

culture, identity and character, and protecting the quality of life and wellbeing of the 

residents. 

 

 

5.0 Funding 

 

The working groups now require input from consultants to advise on policies and avoid 

abortive work. 

 

Rachael (RG) said she would contact Caroline (CD) regarding funding. 

 

Mark (MSA) agreed to contact Urban Imprint to arrange a preliminary meeting to discuss 

services required so that they can provide a quotation. Urban Imprint have been 

recommended by both Wilmslow NP Group and Tom Evans from CEC. 

 

 

6.0  Timetable 

 

The Steering Committee recognises that there will be real value in having the Plan 

recognised as an ‘Emerging Plan’ before year end in order to provide some protection to the 

village. 

 

Myles(MG) and Louise(LB) to get together to discuss timelines.  



 

It may be useful to have input from Urban Imprint on this. 

 

 

7.0 Other Business  

 

Rachael(RG) and Louise(LB) have produced an analysis of the questionnaire 

recommendations which was handed out at the meeting (appendix below). 

 

 

Mark (MSA) asked if we had heard anything about allocation of sites Rachael(RG) said she 

thought that it had been delayed due to looking at Local Plan 1 – it is now waiting to go to 

full council this could take another 4-6 weeks. 

 

Mark (MSA) and Sarah (SG) to email Tom Evans asking him to advise on when the list will be 

available. 

 

 Rachael(RG) said she would speak to Craig to see if he can get involved. 

 

 

8.0  2018 Meetings 

 

Unless otherwise agreed in advance, it was agreed that the Steering Group should meet on 

the first Wednesday in the month, as follows: 

 

April: 4th April 

May: 2nd May 

June: 7th June 

July: 4th July 

August: 1st August 

September: 5th September 

October: 3rd October 

November: 7th November 

December: 5th December 

 

Next SG Meeting: 4th April 
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