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Alderley Edge NDP - Public Consultation on First Draft Plan 

Consideration of Responses and Proposed Amendments to the Draft NDP 

Table 2 - Comments from Consultation Bodies and Other Organisations 

 

Organisation 
Name and 
reference No. 

NDP Page / 
Paragraph / 
Vision / 
Objective / 
Policy 
Reference 

Comments Steering group and 
Subgroup 
Consideration 

Agreed Changes to the NDP 

1. 
Natural England 

All Alderley Edge Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 01 
August 2019 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our 
statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for 
the benefit of present and future generations, thereby 
contributing to sustainable development. 
 
Natural England is a statutory consultee in 
neighbourhood planning and must be consulted on draft 
neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town 
Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they consider 
our interests would be affected by the proposals made. 
Natural England does not have any specific comments on 
this informal consultation ahead of the Regulation 14 for 
Alderley Edge Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

Noted. 
 
The NDP addresses the 
issues and 
opportunities noted in 
the attached appendix, 
namely: 
- Priority habitats, local 
nature reserves, local 
wildlife sites, SSSIs etc 
- landscape character 
and national character 
areas 
- improving the natural 
environment, including 
for local biodiversity.  
 
CEC Local Plan Strategy 
Policy SE 2 addresses 

No change. 
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However, we refer you to the attached annex which 
covers the issues and opportunities that should be 
considered when preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. 
For any further consultations on your plan, please 
contact:  
 
Yours sincerely 

agricultural land and 
soil quality. 

2. 
Alderley Edge 
Cricket Club 

P78 
 
Para 10.1  
 
Point 7 
 
Map 15 

Hi  
 
I'm the Chairman of Alderley Edge Crickey Club. I read 
with interest the Village plan - an excellent piece of 
work. Obviously I was particularly interested in the 
section covering local sports facilities and in particular 
AECC. 
  
There are a few amendments we'd like to make in order 
that the Plan more accurately describes our Club and its 
role in the community. 
  
The current text is; 
 "Alderley Edge Cricket Club, which is located off Moss 
Lane near the centre of the village and has facilities for 
Cricket, Hockey, Squash and Tennis, for players of all 
levels and ages. The club has 1700 members, 700 of 
which are tennis, 350 hockey, 250 squash, 100 cricket 
and 300 social. The club has 14 all weather tennis courts, 
9 artifical grass and recently converted 5 to artificial clay 

Accepted. 
 
Amend NDP as 
suggested. 

AMEND NDP: 
 
Delete existing wording for 
paragraph 10.1 point 7 and 
replace with: 
 
"Alderley Edge Cricket Club, 
which is located off Moss Lane 
near the centre of the 
village has facilities for Cricket, 
Hockey, Squash and Tennis for 
players of all levels and ages. 
The club has 1700 members, 700 
of which are tennis, 350 hockey, 
250 squash, 100 cricket and 300 
social. The club has 14 all 
weather tennis courts, 9 artifical 
grass and recently converted 5 
to artificial clay courts, many 
courts are floodlit. The 
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courts, many courts are floodlit. Hockey is played at an 
offsite nearby all weather ptich and they have 6 mens 
and 6 ladies league teams. The club is continuing to 
upgrade the facilities, particularly with a view to 
improving parking.  " 
  
Could you please update it to the following:  
  
"Alderley Edge Cricket Club, which is located off Moss 
Lane near the centre of the village has facilities for 
Cricket, Hockey, Squash and Tennis for players of all 
levels and ages. The club has 1700 members, 700 of 
which are tennis, 350 hockey, 250 squash, 100 cricket 
and 300 social. The club has 14 all weather tennis courts, 
9 artifical grass and recently converted 5 to artificial clay 
courts, many courts are floodlit. The attractive club 
building has an excellent bar, lounge, dining areas and 
catering.Hockey is played at an offsite nearby all weather 
pitch at Ryleys playing fields - see map 15. Known as 
"The Edge Hockey Centre" this is a leading centre of 
hockey in the North West. The hockey section have 7 
mens and 7 ladies league teams, plus many junior and 
veterans teams. The club  is continuing to upgrade the 
facilities, particularly with a view to improving parking 
and fitness facilities at its Moss Lane site, but also the 
hockey facilities at The Edge Hockey Centre. 
With its large local membership, the club plays 

attractive club building has an 
excellent bar, lounge, dining 
areas and catering.  Hockey is 
played at an offsite nearby all 
weather pitch at Ryleys playing 
fields - see map 15. Known as 
"The Edge Hockey Centre" this is 
a leading centre of hockey in the 
North West. The hockey section 
have 7 mens and 7 ladies league 
teams, plus many junior and 
veterans teams. The club  is 
continuing to upgrade the 
facilities, particularly with a 
view to improving parking and 
fitness facilities at its Moss Lane 
site, but also the hockey 
facilities at The Edge Hockey 
Centre. With its large local 
membership, the club plays 
a large part in the 
community including hosting the 
annual Alderley Edge Summer 
Fete and the Annual Village 
Fireworks display, in addition 
to many other events for local 
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a large part in the community including hosting the 
annual Alderley Edge Summer Fete and the Annual 
Village Fireworks display, in addition to many other 
events for local residents, members and non-members 
alike.’’ 
  
Could you also please note Map 15 with the location of 
the Edge Hockey facility 
  
I would be grateful if you could register my address as an 
interested party on behalf of the Club and keep me 
informed of progress 
  
regards, 
 

residents, members and non-
members alike." 
 
 
Add the Edge Hockey Facility to 
Map 15. 

3. 
Sport England 

All Government planning policy, within the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), identifies how the 
planning system can play an important role in facilitating 
social interaction and creating healthy, inclusive 
communities. Encouraging communities to become 
more physically active through walking, cycling, informal 
recreation and formal sport plays an important part in 
this process. Providing enough sports facilities of the 
right quality and type in the right places is vital to 
achieving this aim. This means that positive planning for 
sport, protection from the unnecessary loss of sports 
facilities, along with an integrated approach to providing 

Noted. 
 
Policies in the NDP aim 
to protect existing 
sports and recreational 
facilities, support 
investment and new 
facilities, and where 
proposals may lead to a 
loss of any facilities, to 
ensure suitable re-

No change. 
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new housing and employment land with community 
facilities is important. 
  
It is essential therefore that the neighbourhood plan 
reflects and complies with national planning policy for 
sport as set out in the NPPF with particular reference to 
Pars 96 and 97. It is also important to be aware of Sport 
England’s statutory consultee role in protecting playing 
fields and the presumption against the loss of playing 
field land. Sport England’s playing fields policy is set out 
in our Playing Fields Policy and Guidance document. 
http://www.sportengland.org/playingfieldspolicy 
  
Sport England provides guidance on developing planning 
policy for sport and further information can be found via 
the link below. Vital to the development and 
implementation of planning policy is the evidence base 
on which it is founded.  
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-
planning/planning-for-sport/forward-planning/ 
  
Sport England works with local authorities to ensure 
their Local Plan is underpinned by robust and up to date 
evidence. In line with Par 97 of the NPPF, this takes the 
form of assessments of need and strategies for indoor 
and outdoor sports facilities. A neighbourhood planning 
body should look to see if the relevant local authority 

provision takes place 
within the local area. 
 
The NDP notes the 
results of the CEC 
Green Space Strategy 
Update, including the 
need for additional 
pitches for AE Junior 
Football Club and need 
for additional allotment 
facilities.   
 
The NDP also notes the 
need for improvements 
to Chorley hall Playing 
Fields and these are set 
out in Policy AE20. 
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has prepared a playing pitch strategy or other 
indoor/outdoor sports facility strategy. If it has then this 
could provide useful evidence for the neighbourhood 
plan and save the neighbourhood planning body time 
and resources gathering their own evidence. It is 
important that a neighbourhood plan reflects the 
recommendations and actions set out in any such 
strategies, including those which may specifically relate 
to the neighbourhood area, and that any local 
investment opportunities, such as the Community 
Infrastructure Levy, are utilised to support their 
delivery.  
  
Where such evidence does not already exist then 
relevant planning policies in a neighbourhood plan 
should be based on a proportionate assessment of the 
need for sporting provision in its area. Developed in 
consultation with the local sporting and wider 
community any assessment should be used to provide 
key recommendations and deliverable actions. These 
should set out what provision is required to ensure the 
current and future needs of the community for sport can 
be met and, in turn, be able to support the development 
and implementation of planning policies. Sport England’s 
guidance on assessing needs may help with such work. 
http://www.sportengland.org/planningtoolsandguidance 
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If new or improved sports facilities are proposed Sport 
England recommend you ensure they are fit for purpose 
and designed in accordance with our design guidance 
notes. 
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/tools-
guidance/design-and-cost-guidance/ 
  
Any new housing developments will generate additional 
demand for sport. If existing sports facilities do not have 
the capacity to absorb the additional demand, then 
planning policies should look to ensure that new sports 
facilities, or improvements to existing sports facilities, 
are secured and delivered. Proposed actions to meet the 
demand should accord with any approved local plan or 
neighbourhood plan policy for social infrastructure, 
along with priorities resulting from any assessment of 
need, or set out in any playing pitch or other indoor 
and/or outdoor sports facility strategy that the local 
authority has in place. 
  
In line with the Government’s NPPF (including Section 8) 
and its Planning Practice Guidance (Health and wellbeing 
section), links below, consideration should also be given 
to how any new development, especially for new 
housing, will provide opportunities for people to lead 
healthy lifestyles and create healthy communities. Sport 
England’s Active Design guidance can be used to help 
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with this when developing planning policies and 
developing or assessing individual proposals.  
  
Active Design, which includes a model planning policy, 
provides ten principles to help ensure the design and 
layout of development encourages and promotes 
participation in sport and physical activity. The guidance, 
and its accompanying checklist, could also be used at the 
evidence gathering stage of developing a neighbourhood 
plan to help undertake an assessment of how the design 
and layout of the area currently enables people to lead 
active lifestyles and what could be improved.  
  
NPPF Section 8: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-
planning-policy-framework/8-promoting-healthy-
communities 
  
PPG Health and wellbeing 
section: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/health-and-
wellbeing 
  
Sport England’s Active Design 
Guidance: https://www.sportengland.org/activedesign 
  
(Please note: this response relates to Sport England’s 
planning function only. It is not associated with our 



9 
 

Organisation 
Name and 
reference No. 

NDP Page / 
Paragraph / 
Vision / 
Objective / 
Policy 
Reference 

Comments Steering group and 
Subgroup 
Consideration 

Agreed Changes to the NDP 

funding role or any grant application/award that may 
relate to the site.) 
  
If you need any further advice, please do not hesitate to 
contact Sport England using the contact details below. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Planning Administration Team 

4. 
United Utilities 

 Alderley Edge Neighbourhood Plan  
  
Thank you for your email and links to the draft 
neighbourhood plan.  
  
United Utilities works closely with Cheshire East Council 
to understand future development sites so we can 
facilitate the delivery of necessary sustainable 
infrastructure at the appropriate time.  
  
It is important that we highlight that as the water and 
sewerage company for Cheshire East Council, we have 
statutory obligations which include: 
  

• The right to connect domestic wastewater flows 
to the public sewer. This includes foul and 
surface water; and 

Noted and accepted. 
 
Detailed domestic 
waste water supply and 
waste water issues will 
be addressed through 
the development 
management process as 
schemes come forward. 
 
The NDP should be 
amended to include the 
additional wording 
suggested to Policy AE3. 

The Housing group discussed the 
United Utilities comments and 
agree with the principles and saw 
no reason why they should be 
included in the NDP and agreed 
to insert further criterion (16) to 
Policy AE3: 
 
"New development should, 
where appropriate, incorporate 
SUDS which avoids all non-
permeable surfaces, or delivers 
a water management system 
which minimises surface water 
run-off and ensures that all 
surface water is addressed 
within the site boundary.  Every 
option should be investigated 



10 
 

Organisation 
Name and 
reference No. 

NDP Page / 
Paragraph / 
Vision / 
Objective / 
Policy 
Reference 

Comments Steering group and 
Subgroup 
Consideration 

Agreed Changes to the NDP 

• A domestic supply duty in respect of public 
water supply.  

  
United Utilities seeks to work with Alderley Edge Parish 
Council and Cheshire East Council to ensure all surface 
water from new development is drained in the most 
sustainable manner, in line with the surface water 
hierarchy (see specific comments for more detail).  
  
We wish to highlight our free pre-application service for 
applicants to discuss and agree drainage strategies and 
water supply requirements. We cannot stress highly 
enough the importance of contacting us as early as 
possible. Enquiries are encouraged by contacting: 
  
  
It is important that United Utilities is kept aware of any 
development proposed within your neighbourhood plan 
over and above the Council’s allocations. We encourage 
further consultation with us at an early stage should you 
look to allocate any sites in the future over and above 
the allocations determined by the council.  
  
Specific Comments 
  
United Utilities recommends additional wording with 
respect to Surface Water Management.  We recommend 

before discharging surface water 
into a public sewerage network, 
in line with the surface water 
hierarchy." 
 
In line with the United Utilities 
suggestion and to promote 
sustainable drainage design it 
was agreed to insert additional 
text as a new paragraph after 
6.25 (and renumber subsequent 
paragraph numbers in Chapter 
6): 
 
"In line with paragraph 80 of the 
National Planning Practice 
Guidance on Flood risk and 
coastal change, surface water 
should be discharged in the 
following order of priority:  
1. An adequate soakaway or 
some other form of infiltration 
system.  
2. An attenuated discharge to 
surface water body.  
3. An attenuated discharge to 
public surface water sewer, 
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the following text is added as a separate point to Draft 
Policy AE3: Sustainable Housing Design:    
  
In particular schemes should address the following:  
  
16) .  New development should, where 
appropriate,  incorporate SUDS which avoids all non-
permeable surfaces, or delivers a water management 
system which minimises surface water run-off and 
ensures that all surface water is addressed within the 
site boundary.  Every option should be investigated 
before discharging surface water into a public sewerage 
network, in line with the surface water hierarchy.  
  
We suggest the following text is added as part of the 
evidence and justification for Draft Policy AE3: 
Sustainable Housing Design, point 16:   
  
In line with paragraph 80 of the National Planning 
Practice Guidance on Flood risk and coastal change, 
surface water should be discharged in the following 
order of priority:  
1. An adequate soakaway or some other form of 
infiltration system.  
2. An attenuated discharge to surface water body.  
3. An attenuated discharge to public surface water 
sewer, highway drain or another drainage system.  

highway drain or another 
drainage system.  
4. An attenuated discharge to 
public combined sewer.  
  
Applicants wishing to discharge 
to public sewer will need to 
submit clear evidence 
demonstrating why alternative 
options are not available as part 
of the determination of their 
application." 
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4. An attenuated discharge to public combined sewer.  
  
Applicants wishing to discharge to public sewer will need 
to submit clear evidence demonstrating why alternative 
options are not available as part of the determination of 
their application.  
  
Summary 
  
Moving forward, we respectfully request that Alderley 
Edge Parish Council continue to consult with United 
Utilities on all future planning documents. We are keen 
to continue working in partnership with you and 
Cheshire East Council to ensure that all new growth can 
be delivered sustainably.  
  
In the meantime, if you have any queries or would like to 
discuss this representation, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
 

5. 
Alderley United 
Football Club 

AE20 I don’t think the artificial surface and floodlighting is 
crucial to our scheme and I do have personal concerns 
about removing a green space in the village – I think our 
priority is to secure help in getting Cheshire East to hand 

Refer to Table 4 
 
Amend Policy AE20 in 
response to 

AMEND NDP: 
 
Amend Policy AE20: 
 



13 
 

Organisation 
Name and 
reference No. 

NDP Page / 
Paragraph / 
Vision / 
Objective / 
Policy 
Reference 

Comments Steering group and 
Subgroup 
Consideration 

Agreed Changes to the NDP 

over the lease to the land so that we can raise funds to 
improve the grass pitch and pavilion – If we can create a 
usable 11 a side grass pitch plus an extra 9 a side, with 
possibly a 7 a side pitch within, with ancillary parking 
and habitable pavilion, this would be a good result for 
the club. 
 
 In my view, the most important aspect is to create a 
central hub for the club to include a social space in a 
revamped club pavilion. 
 
 As always, your support in this matter is much 
appreciated. 

respondents' concerns 
about the proposal to 
include an artificial 
surface (concerns about 
drainage, use of non-
natural materials (ie 
plastic) and 
floodlighting (risk of 
nuisance to neighbours) 

Remove reference to the 
artificial surface and flood 
lighting - delete E. 

 

 

 


