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Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting  
  

Date of meeting:  2 May 2018 

 

Present:  
 

Geoff Hall (GH), Craig Browne(CB), Rachael Grantham (RG), Nick Whittaker (NW), Louise Booth (LB), 

Kristina Hulme (KH), Martin Steiger (MS), Julie Allison (JA), Mark Allison (MA), Jan Hennessey (JH), 

Penny Bell (PB), Alan R Davies (ARD), Caroline Downs(CD),  

 

Apologies:  
 

Sarah Greenwood (SG), Tony Hulme (TH), Myles Garbett (MG) 

 

 

GH opened the meeting and welcomed NW & MS – GH explained the background to the 

Neighbourhood Plan & the progress we have made to date.  

 

1.0 Minutes of last meeting and matters arising. 
 

GH briefly ran through the minutes from the last meeting no questions raised. GH will chase MG 

re uploading documents from the Transport & Infrastructure Group to Dropbox. 

 

2.0 Special Agenda Items 

  

CB ran through CEC site allocation process to date. Should the AENP Group accept what Cheshire 

East are proposing or should site assessments be commissioned by AENP Group on the 3 likely 

sites? 

 

Three sites: 

Story Homes: Ryleys Lane – approx. 55 dwellings  

Sims: North of Beech Road approx. 50 dwelling 

David Wilson – Whitehall Meadow (opposite Horseshoe Farm) approx. 55 dwellings 

 

Cheshire East were originally supporting the Story Homes development; however they have 

informed CB that they have agreed to reconsider their assessment of the Sims land. 

 

Friday last week (27/4/18) Sam Stafford the agent for David Wilson Homes has advised that 

David Wilson and the Sims family will pool efforts and pay for independent assessments for the 

sites and share these with the AENP Group. 

 

This would be helpful however CB feels that that we need to carry out our own independent site 

assessments rather than use information from sites assessed by developers as this could result 

in criticism in the future. 

 

CB explained current Story Homes proposals; originally, they had promised a school but the land 

that the school was to be sited on, Cheshire East has decided must remain in Green Belt. Also, 

the site for a sports pitch is to be gifted to Ryleys school with use outside of school hours for the 

public. The AENP Group are beginning to question what public benefits this scheme is delivering. 

 

MS asked what is the aim of the NP? 

 

MA - The Neighbourhood Plan gives the ability to write policies that Cheshire East will have to 

consult with when assessing planning applications and will therefore have some influence over 

the development of the village which will result from the housing allocation process. 
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GH said the Neighbourhood Plan sits within the Local Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan cannot 

reverse or conflict with the Local Plan however it can influence the type of housing design, 

character of the village etc. 
 

Once the Neighbourhood Plan is independently adopted, Cheshire East must apply the policies 

within it. 
 

GH said that some communities in Cheshire East have successfully challenged and influenced 

developers through their Neighbourhood Plan, however there are never any guarantees, but 

without a Neighbourhood Plan we have no defence whatsoever. 

Providing affordable homes within Alderley Edge is a priority, incorporating a policy for 

Affordable Homes is key within the Neighbourhood Plan to maintain some social mix and 

balance within the village. 

 

If we have 3 sites identified for development, individual design policies for each site can be 

included within the Neighbourhood Plan. 

  

GH to send NW a map & notes of the sites identified by Cheshire East and give NW access to 

Dropbox. 

 

The Steering Group needs to decide on independent site assessment – Urban Imprint can 

provide this service, need to get a cost for this as soon as possible - MA has previously emailed 

Jo at Urban Imprint on 6/4/18, the email included a map of Alderley Edge highlighting the 

three sites.  

Jo responded the same day with a question ‘would the Parish Council like us to look at the 

sites from the perspective of reviewing their contribution to the Green Belt or more from the 

view of analysing the pros and cons of each site in terms of access/capacity/proximity to 

services for example? or perhaps a mixture of the two’ 

This email was forwarded to CB, GH and RG – a response to this is required to enable Urban 

Imprint to provide a quotation. 

 

3.0 Reports from Working Groups: 
 

3.1 Housing & Development - Leader: Mark Allison (MA) 
 

MA talked about their meeting with Urban Imprint on 25 April, the group had found it a very 

useful meeting – minutes from the meeting on Dropbox.  

 

Next step is to get all the groups to the same level, then Urban Imprint will report back to the 

Steering Group – they want to make sure that the views of the groups don’t conflict.   
 

3.2. Transport & Infrastructure - Leader: Myles Garbett (MG) 
  

       MG on holiday, GH to chase MG re meeting date with Urban Imprint. 
 

3.3 Local Economy - Leader: Penny Bell (PB) 
 

PB talked about their meeting with Urban Imprint on 23 April very useful, minutes in Dropbox. 

The group now need to consider how they move forward with their vision for the village and put 

policies into the framework.  

 

PB mentioned lack of facilities for young people within Alderley Edge – this could overlap with 

Community & Well Being 
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3.4. Community - Leader: Caroline Downs (CD) 
 

        CD to speak to Urban Imprint to arrange a meeting possible date for this 14 May. 

 

CD spoke about the lack of people within her group, MA gave CD a name of someone who may 

be interested in getting involved (Michelle Jasiok) – CD to phone her. 
 

3.5 Heritage & Character -  Leader: Alan R Davies (ARD) 
 

ARD has arranged a meeting with Urban Imprint on Wednesday 9th May, Gill Robinson from the   

Housing Group is also going along to the meeting. Need to discuss methodology required for the 

Heritage & Character assessment. 
 

 

4.0 Communications Update – Sarah Greenwood (SG) 
 

SG not at meeting but provided the following update: 
 

4.1 Website 
      

       Website under construction – awaiting update on progress from working groups before drafting 

       content for live publication probably after Urban Imprint meetings and further strategy agreed. 

 

4.2 Data Protection 
 

       JA discussed email that needs to be sent to the database of contact email addresses which exists    

       from the Public Meeting. 
 

JA suggested sending out a newsletter email and at the same time asking individuals to reply to 

the email with the word ‘CONSENT’ so that we have their agreement to continue to send emails 

after the deadline of 25 May. 
 

MS does not think that we need to ask for a reply, just need to state that we are holding their 

email address on file for the sole purpose of communicating with them on the activities of the 

Neighbourhood Plan and will not disclose their details to third parties. 
 

MS will check this with Rosemary Jay who is a member of the Edge Association and used to be a 

Data Protection Registrar. MS will email JA re this. 

Post meeting note: MS has provided JA with further advice on this via email  
 

4.3 General 
       

       Parish Council Magazine – newsletter has been drafted which needs approval. RG to speak to SG 
        

       Leaflet for Alderley Edge May Fair has been drafted, this needs approval, are funds available for  

       production? 
 

5.0 Steering Committee  
 

5.1 Timetable 
 

      CG advised that Local Plan Part 2 Consultations in relation to Green Belt sites is likely to be     

      carried out by Cheshire East in August/September this year. 

       

      The Steering Committee recognises that there will be real value in having the NP as an ‘Emerging 

      Plan’ before year end in order to provide some protection to the village 

 

     Local Plan Part 2 adoption likely/possible early 2019. 

 

     Public Consultation of Neighbourhood Plan after Stage 2 needs to be done quickly – Urban 
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     Imprint can advise on this. 

 

     Need to ask Urban Imprint for the report on the Group Meetings for the next Steering Group 

     meeting on 6 June – MA to email Jo at Urban Imprint. 

     Post meeting note: This is feasible provided the last group meetings including Transport &    

     Infrastructure take place over next two weeks. 

 

     MA to email Urban Imprint details to NW – this has been actioned. 

 

5.2 Leadership 

 

GH asked NW if he would be happy to project manage the group. NW happy with this he said the 

group need to collectively agree what they are trying to achieve. 

 

NW will do some offline work to familiarise himself with the AENP Group work to date. 

 

GH suggested that the group familiarise themselves with the example Neighbourhood plans in 

Dropbox. 

  

MA suggested that the AENP and policies should be short, snappy and concise. 

 

GH asked MS what he thought of the meeting – MS said that the group need to search for the 

aim, ask themselves what they are trying to achieve and make this clear & succinct. 
  

5.3 Funding 
 

LB, MG & GH to meet to discuss funding – LB concerned that there may only be one shot at the    

funding, this need to be clarified. 

 

LB, MG & GH to report back to Steering Group. 

     

5.4 Vision  
 

PB suggested changing business owners to businesses – this was agreed. Revised vision 

statement below. 
 

   “To promote the evolution and growth of Alderley Edge, whilst preserving    

          our unique village culture, identity and character, and protecting the quality     

          of life, and well-being of the residents, businesses, and other stakeholders.” 
 

 PB asked if we need a vision for each group or just an overall vision – this is not necessary  

 however it was felt that each group should have aspirations and a set of policies – Urban Imprint   

 had advised not to be afraid to include aspirations even if they can’t be part of a policy. 
     

6.0 AOB  
    

       Nothing raised 
 

7.0 Next Meeting – 6th June 
 

      Unless otherwise agreed in advance, it was agreed that the Steering Group should meet on the    

      first Wednesday in the month, as follows: 
 

      July: 4th July, August: 1st August, September: 5th September, October: 3rd October,  

      November: 7th November, December: 5th December
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Appendix: 
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